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Application form 07/27 for the import of samples from EU 
Member States, Iceland, Norway and Northern Ireland for 
research, analysis, testing or development
This document contains all important information on the import of animal products1 and certain invertebrates 
from EU Member States (including Norway, Iceland and Northern Ireland) for research, analysis, testing and 
development, which are used for specific purposes.2 Samples that fail to comply with the following provisions 
must be imported into the EU in accordance with the harmonised import conditions for animal by-products.

The application must be completed in full in block capitals, signed and emailed to trade@blv.admin.ch at least 
10 working days before the planned import. The fees comply with the Ordinance on Fees of the Federal Food 
Safety and Veterinary Office (FSVO) (SR 916.472 Gebührenverordnung BLV). The invoice will be sent by 
post. Please indicate any special instructions for issuing the invoice (e.g. UID, invoice reference number, etc.).

General provisions
• Under Article 9 of the Ordinance on Animal By-Products (SR 916.441.22 VTNP), anyone who handles 

or disposes of animal by-products must ensure that there is no spread of pathogens and no risk is 
posed to the environment.

• Animal products for which a permit is required may not be placed on the market or come into contact 
with marketable goods. 

• They must be stored safely and after their approved use transported and disposed of as Category 1 
animal by-products by approved establishments in accordance with Article 22 VTNP. Alternatively, 
animal products may be disposed of as special waste with a risk of contamination in accordance with 
VeVA code 18 or autoclaved at the establishment of destination and then disposed of with domestic 
waste.

• Importers must report their activity to the cantonal authority, in accordance with Art. 10 para. 3g ABO.
• The requirements set out in Annex VI Chapter 1 of the Regulation (EU) 142/2011 must be met and 

complied with. 

Specific provisions
Depending on the composition, quantity, risk and establishment of destination, single permits (valid for one 
consignment) or multiple permits (valid for multiple consignments for 2 years) may be issued. 
No animal health import permit is required for the following products:

✓ Animal products from animals other than ungulates and cloven-hoofed species3 or birds4 for specific 
establishments6 with a net weight of less than 2 kg per consignment

✓ Laboratory reagents, in-vitro diagnostics and/or similar medicinal products for special laboratory 
purposes and which are produced according to standards, packaged ready for use and commercially 
available (with bar code, art. number, batch number, package insert, CE label)

✓ Objects in natural history collections or for the promotion of science which are kept in media such 
as alcohol or formaldehyde, such that they may be exhibited, or which are completely enclosed in 
microscope slides

✓ Objects in natural history collections or for the promotion of science and which consist of complete 
skeletons or parts thereof, bones or teeth, and which are exchanged exclusively between museums 
and educational institutions

✓ Processed DNA samples for reference archives for the promotion of science 
✓ Anatomical preparations (e. g. plasticised)
✓ Purified antibodies, not in a carrier substrate of animal origin
✓ Sample material from foodstuffs and feed that is not (or no longer) legally marketable and is intended 

for analyses in Swiss laboratories. The consignments must be designated as ‘laboratory samples’
✓ Toxic substances that do not pose an epidemiological risk under the Epizootic Diseases Ordinance (SR 

916.401 TSV), e.g. snake venom (consult the FOPH)

https://www.blv.admin.ch/blv/en/home/import-und-export/import/importe-aus-der-eu/tierische-nebenprodukte-aus-der-eu.html
mailto:trade@blv.admin.ch
https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/eli/cc/1985/1727_1727_1727/de
https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/eli/cc/2011/372/de
https://www.blv.admin.ch/blv/en/home/import-und-export/rechts-und-vollzugsgrundlagen/listen_bewilligter_betriebe.html
https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/eli/cc/2011/372/de
https://www.veva-online.admin.ch/veva/selectionImpl/showWasteCodeTreeOriginCH.cmd;jsessionid=aaN4llQdYnbsSTQDiN9OrAQ5eh-f5UHspMkTgvP9SwhPtcg9J9UL!-369754629!NONE?selectedMenuItem=2.1
https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/eli/cc/1995/3716_3716_3716/de
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For the following products, a multiple import permit (MB) may be issued:

➢ Cell cultures in culture media of animal origin and purified antibodies in a carrier substrate of 
animal origin (e.g. foetal bovine serum) for specific6 establishments with a net weight of 
maximum 100g per consignment

➢ Potentially infectious material5 for analysis in correspondingly approved diagnostic and reference 
laboratories

➢ Feed for laboratory animals in specific6 establishments, with a net weight of maximum 20kg 
per consignment

➢ Live invertebrates (all development stages) for scientific purposes with the exception of honey 
bees (Apis mellifera), bumblebees (Bombus spp), molluscs of the phylus Mollusca and crustaceans 
of the subphylum Crustacea

➢ Live, animal pathogenic parasites (all development stages) for specific6 establishments

A single permit (EB) is required for the following products: 

➢ Animal products from ungulates, cloven-hoofed species3 and birds4 (exceptions see MB)
➢ Potentially infectious material5 (exceptions see MB)
➢ Animal products from animals other than ungulates, cloven-hoofed species3 or birds4 for specific6 

establishments with a net weight of more than 2kg per consignment. 
➢ All animal products and live, animal pathogenic parasites (all development stages) for non-

specific7 establishments (exceptions see MB)

Additional provisions
For other requirements that may apply, please contact the following authorities: 

• Federal Office of Public Health (FOPH) and Swissmedic for samples relevant to humans
• Federal Office for the Environment (FOEN) for samples relevant to the environment
• FSVO for species protection law requirements for samples from protected species (CITES)
• Federal Roads Office (FEDRO) for transport requirements for dangerous goods (q.v. UNECE, 

ICAO, IATA)
• Federal Office for Customs and Border Security (FOCBS) for questions about customs 

declarations

Definitions: 

1 Animal products: Animal by-products (including germinal products not for breeding purposes) as well as 
foodstuffs of animal origin or with a fraction of foodstuffs of animal origin, including sample material of 
animal origin 

2 Special purposes: Development of production processes, testing machinery, equipment and quality of 
products, organoleptic analyses, diagnostics

3 Ungulates and cloven-hoofed species: Antilocapridae (pronghorn), Bovidae (horned ruminants such as 
cattle, buffalos, goats, sheep, antilopes etc.), Camelidae (old and new world camelids), Cervidae (deer), 
Giraffidae (giraffe family), Hippopotamidae (hippopotamus), Moschidae (musk deer), Suidae (pigs), 
Tayassuidae (peccaries), Tragulidae (chevrotains) and Equidae (horses, donkeys, zebras), 
Rhinocerotidae (rhinos), Tapiridae (tapirs) and Elephantidae (elephants)

4 Birds: Animals from the class Aves
5 Potentially infectious material: Animal products which are proven pathogens or for which it cannot be 

excluded that they contain infectious pathogens for one or more animal diseases listed in Articles 2 to 5 of 
the Epizootic Diseases Ordinance (SR 916.401 TSV). The FOPH is competent for pathogens exclusively 
infectious to humans.

6 Specific establishments: Establishments for the purpose of research, education, development, analysis 
and diagnosis (universities, ETH, HTL, pharmaceutical and chemical companies, teaching hospitals, 
museums, other scientific institutions/associations) as well as private laboratories contracted by non-
specific establishments.

7 Non-specific establishments: companies or institutions other than those cited under ‘specific 
establishments’. For example: machine construction, food and feed industries, cosmetics

https://www.blv.admin.ch/blv/en/home/import-und-export/rechts-und-vollzugsgrundlagen/listen_bewilligter_betriebe.html
https://www.blv.admin.ch/blv/en/home/import-und-export/rechts-und-vollzugsgrundlagen/listen_bewilligter_betriebe.html
https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/eli/cc/1995/3716_3716_3716/de
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07/27 Import application for laboratory samples of animal origin from EU Member States (including Iceland, Norway 
and Northern Ireland)

1 Applicant (contact for authorisation, invoicing and any enquiries):

Company/institution:  Tel.:

Responsible person:        email: 

Address:

Post code/municipality:  Country: 

1.1 Additional information for issuing the invoice:
UID: Invoice reference number:

Further information if required:

1.2 Cantonal registration/authorisation number (in accordance with Article 10 & 13 VTNP):

Previous permit(s):

2. Address of place of destination in Switzerland (only if not identical to the above address):

Name of company/institution: 

Responsible person:       

Address:     

                Tel.:

  email:

   Post code/municipality:

3 Type of import permit (see p.2):    Single permit   Multiple permit

4 Information on the origin of the sample: 
Country / Countries of origin:

4.1 Company/institution of origin (for single permits only):
Company/institution:        Country:

Address:         Post code/municipality:  

5 Date of intended (first) import:

6 Information on sample material:
Description:

 Potentially infectious material/animal pathogens
6.1 Products from the following species:   6.2 Quantity (in kg): 6.3 CITES-relevant: 

 No     Yes
6.4 Intended use:

 Use solely in the establishment of destination   Transfer planned; please describe:

7 Method of destruction and disposal:
Return to country of origin 
Autoclaving at the establishment of destination and subsequent disposal with domestic waste 
Disposal as special waste with a risk of contamination in accordance with VeVA code 18    
Removal and disposal by an approved establishment for risk category C1:

  Transport company (‘TRANS’):                                                 Approval number: 
  Disposal company (‘INPC’ or ‘CoIP’):                                        Approval number:

By signing, I confirm that all information provided is complete and correct:
Place:                                         Date:      Signature of responsible person:

Please email to trade@blv.admin.ch 

https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/eli/cc/2011/372/de
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