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Scope / conditions

The import provisions apply to imports from the EU of terrestrial animals kept in travelling circuses or animal
acts [for definitions, see Article 2 (33) and (34) of Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/688].

According to bilateral treaties, the rules governing exchanges between EU Member States and Switzerland
are the same as for intracommunity movements. Regulation (EU) 2016/429 sets the basic framework, while
detailed additional requirements are laid down in Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/688 on “INTRA terrestrial
animals” (see below “Legal framework”).

However, supplementary rules are laid down in further acts: e.g. part of the bluetongue requirements for
movements of live animals and germinal products are to be found in Annex V Part Il Chapter Il of Delegated
Regulation EU 2020/689 on “Surveillance and disease-free status”.

Overarching protective measures

The protective measures in force on the day of import apply in all cases.

Health certificate / TRACES

No veterinary certificate is required. However, an official inspection is mandatory before each transboundary
movement. This must be preannounced to the competent authority no later than 10 days before departure
(Articles 70, 66 and 94 of Delegated Regulation EU 2020/688); see also Delegated Regulation EU 2019/2035
(Articles 28 and 77 to 79, and the transitional measures laid down in Article 84. The “legal framework” is
available at the bottom of this page).

Additional conditions

Certain animal species are additionally subject to species conservation regulations. Please check the
conservation status in the CITES species list (see below “Further information”).

Inspection on entry into the country

Please note that it is not possible to import all categories of animals and goods into Switzerland at all border
crossing points. Please contact the customs authorities for any questions regarding customs regulations and
procedures.

Miscellaneous


http://www.blv.admin.ch/blv/en/home/import-und-export/geltende-schutzmassnahmen.html
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An animal welfare license from the Cantonal Veterinary Office is required for the keeping of wild animal
species and if animals are being imported for one of the following purposes: trading, advertising, animal
shows, zoos, circuses, and/or animal experiments.

Administration and Informations
Legal framework

Legal framework of the animal health sector governing movements of live animals, germinal products (semen,

oocytes and embryos) from animals and animal by-products between EU Member States and Switzerland

Further info

Member states / zones free of different diseases

Imports of protected species of animals and plants

Index of CITES species

Animal transport (in French)

Animal Welfare
Customs offices and opening hours

Addresses of Cantonal Veterinary Offices (German / French)



https://www.blv.admin.ch/blv/en/home/import-und-export/rechts-und-vollzugsgrundlagen/gesetzgebung/rechtliche-grundlagen-eu-verkehr.html
https://www.blv.admin.ch/blv/en/home/import-und-export/rechts-und-vollzugsgrundlagen/gesetzgebung/rechtliche-grundlagen-eu-verkehr.html
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32021R0620
https://www.blv.admin.ch/blv/en/home/import-und-export/import/importe-artengeschuetzte-tiere-pflanzen.html
http://www.speciesplus.net/
https://www.blv.admin.ch/blv/fr/home/tiere/transport-und-handel/tiertransporte/anforderungen.html
https://www.blv.admin.ch/blv/en/home/tiere/tierschutz.html
https://www.bazg.admin.ch/bazg/en/home/the-focbs/organization/border-crossings-and-customs-offices--opening-hours.html
https://www.blv.admin.ch/dam/blv/en/dokumente/import-export/import/adressliste-kantonalen-veterinaeraemter-db.pdf

