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Scope / conditions 

The import provisions apply to horses including other equidae such as zebras or donkeys and their cross-

breeds.

Equidae require an official horse passport for import. If they remain in Switzerland longer than 30 days, they

must be registered in the Swiss stock movement database. 

Health certificate / TRACES 

Registered equidae must be accompanied by a certificate issued by a veterinary officer in accordance with

Annex II of Directive 2009/156/EC (as amended most recently by Implementing Decision 2016/1840/EU) .

This document is valid for (multiple) journeys between EU Member States and Switzerland during a period of

up to 10 days.

Non-registered equidae and all slaughter animals must be notified in TRACES and the animals must be

accompanied by a certificate in accordance with Annex III of Directive 2009/156/EC.

Switzerland does not require a certificate (or a TRACES notification for non-registered horses) for animals

imported temporarily (for a maximum of 7 days) from the EU (except for Romania) or for the re-entry of Swiss

horses following a brief (up to 7 days) stay abroad. Please note, however, that a re-export certificate can only

be issued following a brief stay in Switzerland if a prior certificate containing the required health guarantees is

available.

Overarching protective measures 

The protective measures in force on the day of import apply in all cases. 

It is forbidden to import equidae from Romania. 

Inspection on entry into the country 

Please note that it is not possible to import all categories of animals and goods into Switzerland at all border

crossing points. The customs authorities have full autonomy in determining the responsibilities of each

customs post. The customs service provides information on the exact procedures involved in import, in

particular electronic declaration and the allocation of tariff quotas (see "More information"). 

Miscellaneous 

Equidae may be subject to species protection legislation. Please check their protection status in the CITES

species checklist (see “More information”) and contact the FSVO if necessary. 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1473858550742&uri=CELEX:02009L0156-20130701
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32016D1840
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1473858550742&uri=CELEX:02009L0156-20130701
http://www.blv.admin.ch/blv/en/home/import-und-export/geltende-schutzmassnahmen.html
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Circus animals may be subject to the special conditions applicable to circus animals. 

Animals intended for direct slaughter must additionally be accompanied by confirmation 06/04 of the animals'

health status and use of medication completed by the establishment operator (see health certificate /

TRACES). The document must be handed to the veterinary meat inspector at the slaughterhouse of

destination before the animals for slaughter are examined. 

Administration and Informations

Health certificate / TRACES

06/04 Confirmation of health status and use of medication for animals from the EU for direct slaughter in

Switzerland (in German)

Import permit applications

Import permit application CITES / wild animals and plants

Supplementary sheet for import application (in French)

Legal framework

OITE-UE (in French)

OITE-UE-DFI (in French)

LCITES (in French)

OCITES (in French)

Convention CITES

Ordinance on CITES controls (in French)

Further info

Information about the System TRACES (in French)

Customs offices and opening hours

Addresses of Cantonal Veterinary Offices (German / French)

Federal Office for Agriculture FOAG

Index of CITES species

The species protection inspection with import permit

CITES: International contacts

EU movements of equines

https://www.blv.admin.ch/dam/blv/en/dokumente/import-export/import/06-04-best-gesundheitszustand-EU-db.pdf
https://www.blv.admin.ch/dam/blv/en/dokumente/import-export/import/06-04-best-gesundheitszustand-EU-db.pdf
https://www.blv.admin.ch/dam/blv/en/dokumente/import-export/import/einfuhrgesuch-db.docx
https://www.blv.admin.ch/dam/blv/en/dokumente/import-export/import/zusatzblatt-einfuhrgesuch-db.docx
https://www.admin.ch/opc/fr/classified-compilation/20151238/index.html
https://www.admin.ch/opc/fr/classified-compilation/20151240/index.html
https://www.admin.ch/opc/fr/classified-compilation/20092733/index.html
https://www.admin.ch/opc/fr/classified-compilation/20121348/index.html
http://www.admin.ch/opc/it/classified-compilation/19730069/index.html
https://www.admin.ch/opc/fr/classified-compilation/20121349/index.html
https://www.blv.admin.ch/blv/fr/home/import-und-export/rechts-und-vollzugsgrundlagen/hilfsmittel-und-vollzugsgundlagen/traces.html
https://www.bazg.admin.ch/bazg/en/home/the-focbs/organization/border-crossings-and-customs-offices--opening-hours.html
https://www.blv.admin.ch/dam/blv/en/dokumente/import-export/import/adressliste-kantonalen-veterinaeraemter-db.pdf
https://www.blw.admin.ch/blw/en/home.html
http://www.speciesplus.net/
https://www.blv.admin.ch/dam/blv/en/dokumente/import-export/import/artenschutz-kontrollstellen-db.pdf
http://www.cites.org/cms/index.php/component/cp
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/live_animals/equine_en

