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Scope / conditions 

The import provisions apply to domestic cattle including zebus, yaks buffalo and American bison (Bison bison)

kept as livestock. 

They do not apply to American bison kept in animal parks. These are subject to the same import provisions as

deer. 

Authorisation from the Federal Office for Agriculture may be required to import the animals (see "Further

information"). 

After they have been imported, the animals will be monitored by the Veterinary Office in accordance with the

instructions issued by the Cantonal Veterinary Officer. The competent Cantonal Veterinary Office must be

informed of the planned import 10 days in advance; the arrival of the animals must be notified no later than 24

hours after their arrival. 

The specific health regulations governing import are provided in greater detail under "Further info". 

Health certificate / TRACES 

The veterinary officer in the country of origin must send an electronic TRACES notification. The cantonal

authority must record the establishment of destination in Switzerland in the TRACES electronic system before

the first import takes place. 

The animals must be accompanied by a TRACES certificate 64/432 F1 Bovine. Only the stamped and signed

original will be accepted. 

Additional conditions 

Bluetongue disease: The additional requirements stipulated in Regulation (EC) 1266/2007 apply to transport

between restricted zones.

Animal health import permit 

If the standard requirements cannot be met (e.g. for return to Switzerland following a short stay to take part in

a show abroad) a re-import licence may be required (see "Import applications"). 

Overarching protective measures 

The protective measures in force on the day of import apply in all cases. 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1458552306800&uri=CELEX:02007R1266-20120605
http://www.blv.admin.ch/blv/en/home/import-und-export/geltende-schutzmassnahmen.html
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Inspection on entry into the country 

Please note that it is not possible to import all categories of animals and goods into Switzerland at all border

crossing points. The customs authorities have full autonomy in determining the responsibilities of each

customs post. 

The competent cantonal authorities check the prescribed health certificates or commercial documentation as

part of their control activities. 

Miscellaneous 

Animals intended for direct slaughter must additionally be accompanied by confirmation 06/04 of the animals'

health status and use of medication completed by the establishment operator (see health certificate /

TRACES). The document must be handed to the veterinary meat inspector at the slaughterhouse of

destination before the animals for slaughter are examined. 

Animals imported for summer grazing or grazing in border areas must be accompanied by an additional

health certificate. Please obtain information from the competent Cantonal Veterinary Office. 

Authorisation from the Cantonal Veterinary Office is required if the animals are being imported for one of the

following purposes:

» trading

» advertising

» animal shows

» zoos

» circuses

» and/or animal experiments.

Please obtain information from the competent Cantonal Veterinary Office. 

Administration and Informations

Health certificate / TRACES

06/04 Confirmation of health status and use of medication for animals from the EU for direct slaughter in

Switzerland (in German)

Explanation on the completion and interpretation of the certificate

Import permit applications

Application form EU (07/24)

https://www.blv.admin.ch/dam/blv/en/dokumente/import-export/import/06-04-best-gesundheitszustand-EU-db.pdf
https://www.blv.admin.ch/dam/blv/en/dokumente/import-export/import/06-04-best-gesundheitszustand-EU-db.pdf
https://www.blv.admin.ch/dam/blv/en/dokumente/import-export/import/anleitung-ausfuellen-zeugnis-db.pdf
https://www.blv.admin.ch/dam/blv/en/dokumente/import-export/import/einfuhrgesuch-eu-07-24-db.pdf
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Legal framework

OITE-UE (in French)

OITE-UE-DFI (in French)

Current restricted zones in the EU

Further info

Importing cattle from the EU

Member states / zones free of different diseases

Technical directive sample taking and diagnosis of besnoitiosis

Besnoitiosis endemic areas according to Art. 189b EzDO (in French)

Current restricted zones in the EU

Customs offices and opening hours

Addresses of Cantonal Veterinary Offices (German / French)

Federal Office for Agriculture FOAG

https://www.admin.ch/opc/fr/classified-compilation/20151238/index.html
https://www.admin.ch/opc/fr/classified-compilation/20151240/index.html
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/controlmeasures/bluetongue_en.htm
https://www.blv.admin.ch/dam/blv/en/dokumente/import-export/import/detailbest-einfuhr-rinder-db.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32021R0620
https://www.blv.admin.ch/dam/blv/en/dokumente/tiere/tierkrankheiten-und-arzneimittel/technische-weisung/tw-proben-untersuchung-besnoitiose-db.pdf
https://www.blv.admin.ch/dam/blv/en/dokumente/import-export/import/endemiegebiete-besnoitiose-tsv-db.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/controlmeasures/bluetongue_en.htm
https://www.bazg.admin.ch/bazg/en/home/the-focbs/organization/border-crossings-and-customs-offices--opening-hours.html
https://www.blv.admin.ch/dam/blv/en/dokumente/import-export/import/adressliste-kantonalen-veterinaeraemter-db.pdf
https://www.blw.admin.ch/blw/en/home.html

